
SAPPORO MYSTERY PRIZE SWEEPSTAKES 
OFFICIAL RULES 

 
NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.  A PURCHASE WILL NOT 

INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING.  VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW.   
 

OFFERED ONLY TO LEGAL U.S.  FIFTY STATES AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA RESIDENTS, AGED 
21 YEARS OR OLDER AS OF DATE OF ENTRY.   

 
IF YOU ENTER VIA TEXT MESSAGING, MESSAGE AND DATA RATES MAY APPLY.  SEE YOUR 

WIRELESS CARRIER PLAN FOR PRICING DETAILS.  TEXT MESSAGING MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH ALL WIRELESS CARRIERS.  NOT ALL WIRELESS DEVICES MAY BE SUPPORTED. 

 
INTERNET ACCESS IS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE. 

 
1.  ENTRY PERIOD:  The Sapporo Mystery Prize Sweepstakes (the “Sweepstakes”) sponsored by 
Sapporo U.S.A., Inc.  (the “Sponsor”) begins at 9:00:00 AM Pacific Time (“PT”) on March 22, 2016 and 
ends at 8:59:59 AM PT on May 30, 2016 (the “Entry Period”).  For the purposes of awarding the Weekly 
Prizes as described below in Section 4, the Entry Period is further divided into weeks, where each week 
begins at 9:00:00 AM PT on each Tuesday of the Entry Period, and ends at 8:59:59 AM PT on the following 
Monday (each, a “Weekly Entry Period”).  Entries from one Weekly Entry Period are not carried forward into 
subsequent Weekly Entry Periods.  Each eligible person may enter multiple times to attempt to win 
one of the Weekly Prizes, subject to the following limitations: 
 

• An eligible person can complete the entry process a maximum of once (1 time) each day 
(days change at 12:00:00 AM PT), regardless of method of entry (see Section 3 below for 
entry details); and 

• Limit one (1) Weekly Prize per person, family or household. 
 
2.  ELIGIBILITY:  The Sweepstakes is open only to legal residents of the 50 United States and the District 
of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older as of date of entry.  Employees, officers and directors of 
Sponsor, its parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, advertising and promotion agencies, or any alcohol beverage 
wholesalers and retailers and immediate family members (spouses and siblings, children and parents and 
their spouses, regardless of where they live) or members of the same households (whether related or not) 
of such individuals are not eligible.  Sponsor’s determinations of eligibility are final and may be made at any 
time.  Void where prohibited or restricted by law. 
 
3.  TO PARTICIPATE:  There are two ways to enter the Sweepstakes, as described within this section 
(Method A & Method B).   
 
A.  By text messaging:  During the Entry Period, using a web-enabled cellular telephone or other two-way 
text-messaging capable web-enabled device, text the word “SAPPORO” to short code 444999, follow the 
website link that is returned to you via text message, and complete the entry form to receive one (1) entry 
into the Sweepstakes.  After you have completed this process the first time, you will receive one (1) entry 
into the Sweepstakes by texting the word “SAPPORO” to short code 444999 from the same mobile phone 
number (without having to subsequently follow a website link), and the information you submitted in 
conjunction with your initial entry will be carried forward into any additional entries you make from the same 
mobile phone number.  To cancel, text STOP anytime.  By participating via text messaging, you agree to 
receive one or more text messages in response to your entry.  Message and data rates may apply for 
messages sent and received, including error messages; see your wireless carrier plan for pricing details.  
All charges will be billed to your wireless account or deducted from your prepaid balance according to the 
terms of the service agreement with your wireless carrier.  Text messaging entry may not be available 
through all wireless carriers.  Not all wireless devices may be supported.  Check your owners' manual for 
specific text-messaging instructions.  
 
B.  Online:  To enter online, visit SapporoBeer.com/ChooseWisely and follow the site instructions to 
complete the online entry form and submit it during the Entry Period.  Upon successfully submitting the 
entry form, you will receive one (1) entry into the Sweepstakes.  Any entries attempted through the use of 
agencies or robotic, repetitive, automatic, programmed or similar methods will be void.   
 
Limit one entry per person and/or email address per day, regardless of method of entry.   



 
For all entrants/entries:  Entries will be disqualified if they are late, incomplete and/or in excess of the 
stated entry limits.  Sponsor’s computer will be the official time clock for the Sweepstakes.  The use of any 
device or technique to automate participation in this Sweepstakes, including but not limited to, participation 
using any bot, macro, script, hack, on-line sweepstakes service or form-filling software (or any other 
devices or techniques intended to automate any part of participation in the Sweepstakes) is prohibited.  
Participation by any means which subvert the participation process as described herein will be void.  If 
Sponsor or its designee, in its sole discretion, determines that any participant has used any device or 
technique to automate or subvert the participation process or participation limits, all participation by that 
participant will be void and future participation attempts by the participant at issue may be blocked.  Any 
attempt by a person to use multiple accounts or identities to gain more entries than permitted by these 
Official Rules shall result in disqualification at the discretion of Sponsor.  Entry information becomes the 
property of Sponsor upon submission.  Multiple entrants are not permitted to share the same email 
account.  Proof of submission of entry does not constitute proof of receipt of entry.  In the event of a dispute 
as to the identity of the entrant associated with any entry, the authorized account holder of the telephone 
number or email account associated with the entry, at time of submission, will be deemed to be the entrant.  
The “authorized account holder” is the natural person assigned to the applicable telephone number by the 
applicable telephone service provider, or the email account by the email service provider.  Potential 
winners may be required to show proof of being the authorized account holder.  In the event a dispute 
regarding the identity of the person who actually submitted an entry cannot be resolved to Sponsor's 
satisfaction, the affected entry will be deemed ineligible.  Normal Internet access and usage charges 
imposed by your online service will apply.  If you participate from your mobile phone, such activity will be 
subject to the charges pursuant to your wireless service provider’s rate plan.  You further understand that 
by participating via mobile phone, if you are a potential winner, the Sponsor may contact you via mobile 
phone, which will be subject to the charges pursuant to your wireless service provider’s rate plan.  Please 
consult your wireless service provider for more information.  Entrants are solely responsible for any related 
equipment, application, and internet access charges, if any. 
 
4.  WINNER DETERMINATION/PRIZE CLAIM/ODDS/PRIZE DESCRIPTIONS:  For each of the ten (10) 
Weekly Entry Periods of the Sweepstakes (as defined in Section 1 above), one (1) randomly selected time 
during each Weekly Entry Period (each, a “Winning Time”) will be predetermined via a computer program, 
for a grand total of ten (10) Winning Times.  The first eligible participant to complete a valid entry at or after 
a Winning Time (each, a “Potential Winner”) will win a Weekly Prize, subject to validation of the entry, 
verification of participant's eligibility, and participant's continued compliance with these Official Rules.  
Entrants will see an on-screen message (or receive a text message reply, as applicable) after submitting 
their entry.  If the word “Sorry” and a non-winning message are displayed (or received as a text message 
reply, as applicable), the entrant has not won a prize in conjunction with the applicable entry.  If a valid 
winning message is displayed to an online participant, the Potential Winner must immediately follow the 
instructions in the message to click on an icon from among a number of identical icons which will be equal 
to the number of available Weekly Prizes at that time.  If a valid winning message is received via text 
messaging by a text messaging participant, the Potential Winner will have eight (8) hours from the time 
such message is sent to follow a website link included in the text message, and follow the instructions at 
the website link to click on an icon from among a number of identical icons which will be equal to the 
number of available Weekly Prizes at that time.  When a Potential Winner chooses an icon, one of the 
available Weekly Prizes will be randomly assigned to that Potential Winner via a computer program, and a 
corresponding message will be displayed to the Potential Winner.  All entries are subject to verification by 
Sponsor or its designee, whose decisions are final and binding.  An entrant will only be deemed the winner 
of a prize once his/her eligibility and the validity of his/her entry have been verified by Sponsor or its 
designee, regardless of any message displayed in connection with such participant's entry.  Screen shots 
or any other purported evidence of winning will not be accepted in place of Sponsor's own methods of entry 
verification.  The odds of an entrant being selected as a Potential Winner depend on the number of 
entrants and the time that they participate during a particular Weekly Entry Period.  The odds of a Potential 
Winner receiving a particular Weekly Prize depend on the quantity and type of Weekly Prizes which remain 
at the time a Potential Winner is identified.   

The following prizes (each, a “Weekly Prize”) will be made available in connection with the Sweepstakes: 
 

• Two (2) Golf Package prizes, each with an approximate retail value (“ARV”) of $200 and 
consisting of:  one (1) Nike® golf bag; one (1) pack of golf balls; one (1) Nike® golf shirt; and one 
(1) sword umbrella. 



• One (1) Barware Package prize with an ARV of $100, consisting of:  four (4) pilsner glasses; four 
(4) mugs; one (1) mirror; one (1) bar rail mat; and one (1) metal tacker sign. 

• One (1) Patio Package prize with an ARV of $152, consisting of:  one (1) patio umbrella; one (1) 
set of paper lantern lights; one (1) party bucket; and four (4) koozies. 

• One (1) Kampai Package prize with an ARV of $89, consisting of:  one (1) wooden sign; one (1) 4 
pilsner glasses; one (1) party bucket; one (1) pitcher; and one (1) sword bottle opener. 

• One (1) Crate Cooler Prize, ARV $90. 
• Two (2) $500 Prepaid Visa® Gift Card Prizes.   
• Two (2) $250 Prepaid Visa® Gift Card Prizes.   
• Two (2) $100 Prepaid Visa® Gift Card Prizes. 

Note that although a total of twelve (12) prizes will be made available, only ten (10) of these prizes will be 
awarded due to the fact that each of the ten (10) winners will choose one of the prizes randomly at the time 
of prize claim, as detailed earlier in this section.  The total maximum ARV of all twelve (12) prizes offered is 
$2,531; however the total maximum ARV of all ten (10) prizes claimed will be $2,352 (if the ten [10] winners 
happen to randomly choose the ten [10] most valuable prizes).  Limit one (1) Weekly Prize per person, 
family or household.  See Section 5 below for winner notification details and additional prize restrictions.   
 
5.  WINNER NOTIFICATION AND GENERAL PRIZE RESTRICTIONS:  The names of potential winners 
may be announced online prior to verification, however any such announcement is not a guarantee of 
eligibility.  Each potential winner will be notified via email, phone and/or text message, to verify his/her 
eligibility and ability to accept the prize, and to obtain his/her complete contact information.  Any such 
message will instruct the potential winner to reply as specified within three (3) full business days (measured 
in the local time zone) after the time that the notification message or comment was sent/posted.  Potential 
winner must reply as instructed to identify him/herself, confirm his/her eligibility and ability to accept the 
prize, and provide his/her complete contact information within such three (3) full business day period, or 
he/she will be disqualified.  In Sponsor’s sole discretion, a potential winner may only be notified one time as 
set forth above for attempted prize notification.  Each potential winner will subsequently be required to 
complete a declaration of eligibility, a liability release and (where legal) a publicity release, which must be 
returned (along with a copy of potential winner’s government-issued photo ID as proof of age) within the 
time period specified by Sponsor at the time of such request.  Proof of identity, age, and legal residence 
may be required to claim a prize.  Any winner or potential winner may be disqualified in Sponsor’s sole 
discretion if:  (a) he/she fails to reply or to provide any required information or properly completed 
documents within the required time period; (b) he/she fails to comply with any of the terms of these Official 
Rules; or (c) if any prize or prize notification is returned as undeliverable.  In the event of disqualification of 
any winner, at Sponsor’s sole discretion the prize may be awarded: [a] by adding a new Winning Time to 
occur randomly during the remainder of the Entry Period; or [b] if insufficient time remains during the Entry 
Period, by awarding the prize to the participant who participated next after the applicable disqualified 
participant, pending verification of eligibility.  If any prize remains unclaimed after three (3) potential winners 
have been notified for that prize, the prize may remain unawarded, in Sponsor’s sole discretion.  No 
responsibility is assumed by Sponsor for any incorrect or missing contact information associated with an 
entry, or for any change of entrant’s contact information after entry submission.  Any prize details and 
restrictions not specified will be determined by Sponsor in its sole discretion.  All other costs and expenses 
associated with acceptance and use of a prize not specified herein as being awarded are the sole 
responsibility of the winners.  No prize transfer.  Unless otherwise specified herein, no prize substitution 
except at Sponsor’s sole discretion due to unavailability, in which case a prize of comparable or greater 
value will be awarded.  Sponsor will not replace any lost, damaged or stolen prizes.  All taxes (including 
without limitation Federal, state and local taxes) in connection with a prize, and the reporting consequence 
thereof, are the sole responsibility of the applicable winner.  Sponsor makes no representations regarding 
the tax liability associated with any prize, and winners are advised to seek counsel regarding any tax 
liabilities associated with their prize.  Prizes are awarded as-is and without warranty of any kind, implied or 
express.  Any difference between the approximate value and actual value of a Weekly Prize (or any 
substitution prize) will not be awarded.  Under no circumstances will alcoholic beverages be provided as 
part of a prize.  Winners should expect to receive their prizes within approximately 4 to 6 weeks following 
winner confirmation.   
 
6.  RELEASE AND LIMITATIONS OF LIABILITY:  By participating in the Sweepstakes, entrants agree to 
release and hold harmless Sponsor and its parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, advertising and promotion 
agencies, and any alcohol beverage wholesalers and retailers, together with the respective officers, 
directors, shareholders, employees, and agents of each (aforementioned individuals and organizations 



collectively, the “Released Parties”) from and against any and all losses, damages, rights, claims and 
actions arising out of participation in the Sweepstakes or receipt or use/misuse of any prize, including, but 
not limited to:  (a) unauthorized human intervention in the Sweepstakes; (b) technical errors related to 
computers, servers, providers, or telephone or network lines; (c) printing errors or any errors made in the 
advertisement of the Sweepstakes; (d) errors in the administration of the Sweepstakes or the processing of 
entries; (e) changes to social media platform policies and procedures that may interfere with the operation 
of the Sweepstakes; (f) claims based on publicity rights, defamation and/or invasion of privacy and the 
collection, use and/or sharing by Sponsor of personally identifiable information of the entrants; or (g) injury 
or damage to persons or property which may be caused, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, from 
entrant’s participation in the Sweepstakes or receipt of any prize.  Entrants further agree that in any cause 
of action, the Released Parties’ liability will be limited to the cost of entering and participating in the 
Sweepstakes, and in no event shall the Released Parties be liable for attorney’s fees.  Entrants waive the 
right to claim any damages whatsoever, including, but not limited to, punitive, consequential, direct, or 
indirect damages.  Without limiting the foregoing, the Sweepstakes, all prizes, and all materials provided on 
or through any Sweepstakes-related website are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either 
express or implied, including without limitation the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a 
particular purpose, and non-infringement. 
 
7.  GENERAL:  Released Parties and Internet/wireless access providers are not responsible for:  (a) 
incomplete, lost, late, misdirected, damaged, garbled, or illegible Sweepstakes registration information or 
entries; (b) any technical malfunction, human error, lost/delayed data transmission, omission, interruption, 
deletion, defect or line failure in connection with any telephone/cellular network, data network, computer 
equipment, software or any combination thereof; or (c) any injury or damage to entrant's or any other 
person's computer or other equipment related to or resulting from participation in the Sweepstakes.  Entries 
are void if unreadable, inaccurate, incomplete, mutilated, tampered with, forged, mechanically reproduced, 
irregular in any way or otherwise not in compliance with these Official Rules.  Although Sponsor attempts to 
ensure the integrity of the Sweepstakes, Released Parties are not responsible for the actions of entrants or 
other individuals in connection with the Sweepstakes, including entrants' or other individuals' attempts to 
circumvent the Official Rules or otherwise interfere with the administration, security, fairness, integrity or 
proper conduct of the Sweepstakes.  In the event of any conflict between any Sweepstakes details 
contained in these Official Rules and Sweepstakes details contained in any Sweepstakes advertising 
materials, the details of the Sweepstakes as set forth in these Official Rules shall prevail.  If, for any 
reason, the Sweepstakes (or portion thereof) is not capable of running as planned by reason of damage by 
computer virus, worms, bugs, tampering, unauthorized intervention, fraud, technical limitations or failures, 
by reason of any acts of God, terrorist acts, earthquake, war, fire, flood, unusually severe weather, strikes 
or legal disputes (whether legal or illegal), industry conditions, bankruptcy or liquidation, marketplace 
demands, applicable law, unforeseen obstacles or any other causes which, in the sole opinion of Sponsor, 
could corrupt, compromise, undermine or otherwise affect the administration, security, fairness, integrity, 
viability or proper conduct of the Sweepstakes, Sponsor reserves the right in its sole and absolute 
discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend all or any part of the Sweepstakes, and to select the 
applicable winner(s) from among the applicable eligible, non-suspect entries received up to the time of 
such cancellation, termination, modification or suspension, as applicable, or to proceed in such a manner 
as may be deemed fair and equitable by Sponsor in its sole discretion.  Entry must be made by the entrant 
and via the means described in these Official Rules only.  You are not a winner until your entry has been 
verified and you have complied with these Official Rules.  No prize will be awarded in connection with any 
participation that occurs while the Sweepstakes website is not operating according to Sponsor's intention.  
No more than the intended number of prizes as outlined in these Official Rules will be awarded in the 
Sweepstakes, at any prize level.  If technical, programming or any other reasons cause more than the 
stated number of prizes as outlined in these Official Rules to be available and/or claimed at any prize level, 
Sponsor reserves the right to award only the stated number of prizes at that prize level via a random 
drawing from among all un-awarded, eligible, valid prize claims received for that prize level.   
 
8.  CONDUCT:  By participating in this Sweepstakes, entrants:  (a) fully and unconditionally agree to be 
bound by these Official Rules and by all decisions of Sponsor (which decisions shall be final and binding in 
all respects), including without limitation decisions regarding eligibility, winners and the interpretation of 
terms used in these Official Rules; (b) represent and warrant that all information provided by entrant in 
connection with the Sweepstakes is true, accurate and complete; and (c) agree to comply with all federal, 
state and local laws and regulations.  Sponsor reserves the right, at any time and at its sole discretion, to 
disqualify and/or deem ineligible to participate in this Sweepstakes or any future Sponsor promotions, any 
individual it suspects:  (a) to be tampering with the entry process or the operation of the Sweepstakes or 
any website; (b) to be acting in violation of these Official Rules or Sponsor’s privacy policy or other terms, 



conditions or guidelines; (c) to be acting in bad faith or in a disruptive manner, or with the intent to annoy, 
abuse, threaten or harass any other person; (d) to have failed to agree to these Official Rules; or (e) to be 
in violation of these Official Rules.  CAUTION:  ANY ATTEMPT BY AN ENTRANT OR ANY OTHER 
INDIVIDUAL TO UNDERMINE THE LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF THE SWEEPSTAKES IS A 
VIOLATION OF THESE OFFICIAL RULES AS WELL AS CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAWS.  SHOULD 
SPONSOR BELIEVE OR BECOME AWARE THAT SUCH AN ATTEMPT HAS BEEN, IS BEING, OR WILL 
BE MADE, SPONSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO SEEK REMEDIES AND DAMAGES FROM ANY 
RESPONSIBLE ENTRANT(S) AND OTHER RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL(S) IN THE ATTEMPTED 
DAMAGE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION 
CRIMINAL PROSECUTION. 
 
9.  PUBLICITY:  By participating, you grant to Sponsor and its affiliated companies the right, except where 
prohibited by law, to use your name, likeness, picture, address (city and state), voice, biographical 
information, entry, and written or oral statements for advertising and promotional purposes in promoting or 
publicizing Sponsor, its affiliated companies, and the products or services of each, in any and all media 
without limitation as to time or territory, without compensation unless required by law.  You shall have no 
right of approval, no claim to compensation, and no claim (including, without limitation, claims based on 
invasion of privacy, defamation, or right of publicity) arising out of any use, blurring, alteration, or use in 
composite form of your name, picture, likeness, address (city and state), biographical information, or entry.   
 
10.  ARBITRATION/CHOICE OF LAW:  Except where prohibited, each entrant agrees that:  (a) any and all 
disputes, claims, and causes of action arising out of or connected with this Sweepstakes, or any prize 
awarded, or the determination of the winner(s), shall be resolved individually, without resort to any form of 
class action, and exclusively by arbitration pursuant to the Rules of the American Arbitration Association, 
then effective; (b) any and all claims, judgments and awards shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs 
incurred, including costs associated with entering this Sweepstakes but in no event attorneys’ fees; and (c) 
under no circumstances will an entrant be permitted to obtain awards for and entrant hereby waives all 
rights to claim punitive, special, indirect, incidental and consequential damages and any other damages, 
other than for actual out-of-pocket expenses, and any and all rights to have damages multiplied or 
otherwise increased.  All issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and 
enforceability of these Official Rules, or the rights and obligations of entrant and/or Sponsor in connection 
with the Sweepstakes, shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of 
New York with jurisdiction and venue in New York, without regard for conflicts of law doctrine, and all 
proceedings shall take place in the appropriate court located in the State of New York. 
 
11.  COLLECTION AND USE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION:  By entering the Sweepstakes, entrants 
agree and consent to Sponsor’s collection, use and retention of their personal information provided in their 
entries for all purposes related to the Sweepstakes (including, without limitation, processing and 
administering entries, sharing an entrant’s personal information with Sponsor’s service providers, 
contractors, prizing partners, etc.  as necessary to conduct and operate the Sweepstakes, communicating 
with and awarding prizes to winners, making public announcements about winners, and advertising, 
promoting and publicizing the Sweepstakes), as well as in accordance with Sponsor’s Privacy Policy 
published at http://sapporobeer.com/our-policies/privacy-policy/.  Please review Sponsor’s Privacy 
Policy before submitting your entry.  If you object to the above or anything stated in Sponsor’s Privacy 
Policy, you should not participate in the Sweepstakes. 
 
12.  WHO WON?:  For a list of winners, mail a self-addressed, stamped envelope to be received by July 
29, 2016 to:  Sapporo Mystery Prize Sweepstakes Winners, PMI Station, PO Box 750, Southbury, CT 
06488-0750.  Winners may also be announced at https://www.facebook.com/SAPPOROUSA at Sponsor’s 
sole discretion. 
 
Nike is a registered trademark of NIKE, Inc., which is not a participant or sponsor of, and does not endorse, 
this Sweepstakes. 
 
Sponsor:  Sapporo U.S.A., Inc., 19 West 44th Street, Suite 1410, New York, NY 10036 
PLEASE SHARE SAPPORO RESPONSIBLY.  | ©2016 SAPPORO U.S.A., INC., NEW YORK, NY | 
sapporobeer.com 
 
 


